


Researchfish is an online system that collects information on the outputs, outcomes and 
impact of research.
The platform is build with usability, simplicity and openness in mind.
It is governed by the funders and research organisations that subscribe to using the platform, 
and PI’s are involved wherever possible via feedback, focus groups for specific new 
developments etc.



There are some basic principles behind the Researchfish platform…there are 
standard outcome types, which are used to collect data against all awards in the 
platform, but organisations can add extra ones if they need to. We aim to harvest 
information from available sources where possible, but where researchers enter the 
information it is done with drop downs and check boxes for ease of data entry and 
clean data. Narrative is kept to a minimum and there are various look up tools for 
publications.



The 15 standard outcomes that the system collects information on, there is a subset 
of ‘types’ within each. Plus of course there is ‘other’ which we are finding is used less 
and less as the rest of the question set matures. The question set is constantly 
reviewed, with any changes being thoroughly assessed and agreed by all 
stakeholders.



We connect in to a large number of data sets – either for look ups (WoS, crossref, 
european patent office), to harvest information from (800 or so repositories through 
open-air), to provided added value data to users (F1000/altmetric) or to push data 
back to (pubmed).



So, once we’ve got all of this lovely data, what to stakeholders use it for – generally to 
show the benefits of the funding/research through performance reporting to governing 
bodies (government, REF etc) and general comms. Its important to remember though 
that the data is not just for metrics, it also provides the basis for putting together 
narratives to describe impact.



Examples of metrics – this is from alberta innovates (Canadian government funder) 
annual impact report, you can see needed to show some high level stats on health 
improvements and also influence on the economy – the red shows which came from 
their Researchfish data.



This info graphic is a high level look at UK medical research funding and taken from 
the MRC website, the information in the 4 corners is from Researchfish data (see red 
bars indicating which part of the question set). All research councils (UKRI) are 
expected to report annually against a set of agreed standard metrics, many of which 
can come directly from their researchfish data.



This is a short impact story from a report by Marie Curie. Its about Jeff Round, who 
did his phd on end of life care – he struggled to get the data he needed so had to 
collate the data himself, which has subsequently been shared. His work was 
published in the Palliative Medicine Journal, and also received significant press 
coverage. All of these individual activities were reported in Researchfish, and put 
together to form the case study.



This is a case study taken from the MRC outputs, outcomes and impacts report from 
a couple of years ago. The research was funded by multiple funders but the story was 
initially uncovered by MRC through their researchfish data, and they then 
collaborated with the other funders to produce the case study. It highlights work by Dr 
Clokie and her team into the use of bacteriophages to treat bacterial infections, as 
with the marked increased in antimicrobial resistance alternative methods to 
treatment are key.



There are may ways to put a case study, and these slides will explain just one of 
those methods, but this is tried and tested by myself and members of my teams for 
many years. It can be broken down into 8 basic steps as shown in the diagram, we’ll 
now look them in turn.





Start to gather the information together, and as you do you can begin to piece 
together the story to give the case study a structure. Personally I either use mind 
maps to do this or good old fashioned post-its, as then its easy to move them around 
as you add further information, and piece build the story.



Think carefully about any background so you can set the scene and give the 
necessary context, and as the story starts to unfold be wary of any gaps, and also of 
anywhere you might want to back up what you’re saying with some evidence. There 
are lots of other sources of information on the internet that might also be useful. 



Put your first draft together, if you’re unsure about it then get a rough draft looked at 
by some colleagues before you spend too much time on it. 



In my experience its also really good to go back to the researcher or researchers 
whose work you’re writing about, generally they’re really pleased to know the 
information they’ve provided is being used, and that an interest is being show in their 
research.



Context, look across the different outcome types that you have data on and link them 
up, speak to the researchers.



Lots of examples on the internet to give you some ideas – these are a few of the 
reports on the researchfish website, but of course you can also look at all of the case 
studies submitted to the last REF.




